IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An ag e nt for pr e venting, improving or treating hypertension 
A composition comprising the following components (A) and (B): 

(A) at least one compound selected from the group consisting of caffeic acid or an 
ester or salt thereof , chlorogenic acid or an ester of salt thereof , and ferulic acid or an ester of 
salt thereof , and est e rs and pharmaceutically acceptable salts th e reof ; and 

(B) a component selected from the group consisting of one or more central nervous 
system stimulating components), food fiber£s), extracts) of perennial evergreen leaves of the 
genus Camillia, Theaceae, or Ecuommia ulmoides Oliver, Eucommiae, organic acidfs) having 
a molecular weight of 60 to 300 and pharmaceutically acceptable salt£s) thereof, and sugar 
alcohol{s). 

2. (Currently Amended) The ag e nt according to composition of Claim 1 fef 
prev e nting, improving or tr e ating hypert e nsion , wherein the component (B) is s el e ct e d from 
th e group consisting of comprises one or more heat components) of ginger, red pepper and or 
pepper. 

3. (Currently Amended) The ag e nt according to composition of Claim 1 fer 
prev e nting, improving or treating hyp e rt e nsion, wherein the component (B) is selected from 
the group consisting of one or more fermented produces) of grains, fruit juice£s) and 
extract(s) thereof. 

4. (Currently Amended) A food comprising the agent according to any on e of Claims 
1 to 3 for pr e v e nting, improving or tr e ating hyp e rten s ion composition of Claim 1 . 

5. (Currently Amended) The food according to Claim 4 , wher e in the food is a A 
drink comprising the composition of Claim 1 . 



6. (Currently Amended) A method ef for treating hypertension , which compris e s 
comprising: 

administering e ff e ctive amounts of the following compon e nts (A) and (B) a 
composition comprising : 

(A) a compound selected from the group consisting of caffeic acid or an ester or salt 
thereof , chlorogenic acid or an ester of salt thereof, and ferulic acid or an ester or salt thereof 
or e st e rs or pharmac e utically acc e ptabl e salts ther e of ; and 

(B) ) a one or more components selected from the group consisting of central nervous 
system stimulating component(s), food fiber(s), extracts) of perennial evergreen leaves of the 
genus Camillia, Theaceae, or Ecuommia ulmoides Oliver, Eucommiae, organic acid£s) having 
a molecular weight of 60 to 300 ( e xcluding citric acid) and pharmaceutically acceptable 
salt£s} thereof, and sugar alcohol(s). 

7. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (A) is chlorogenic acid or an ester or salt 

thereof. 

8. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (A) is ferulic acid or an ester or salt 

thereof. 

9. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (A) is caffeic acid or an ester or salt 

thereof. 

10. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (A) is an isolated compound selected 
from the group consisting of caffeic acid or an ester or salt thereof, chlorogenic acid or an 
ester of salt thereof, and ferulic acid or an ester or salt thereof. 

1 1 . (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is a carboxylic acid. 

12. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is a hydroxycarboxylic acid. 

13. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is a polycarboxylic acid. 

-3- 



14. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is a ketocarboxylic acid. 

15. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is one or more compounds selected 
from the group consisting of citric acid, gluconic acid, fumaric acid, a-ketoglutaric acid, 
succinic acid, glycolic acid, malic acid, tartaric acid, pyruvic acid, and malonic acid. 

16. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is present in a vinegar. 

17. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) is present in a fruit juice or fruit 

extract. 

18. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) comprises acetic acid. 

19. (New) The method of Claim 6, wherein (B) comprises lactic acid. 

20. (New) A method for treating hypertension comprising: 
administering a composition comprising: 

(A) at least one compound selected from the group consisting of caffeic acid or an 
ester of salt thereof, chlorogenic acid or an ester of salt thereof, and ferulic acid or an ester of 
salt thereof; and 

(B) at least one component selected from the group consisting of a central nervous 
system stimulating component, food fiber, extract of perennial evergreen leaves of the genus 
Camellia, extract of perennial evergreen leaves of the genus Theaceae, extract of perennial 
evergreen leaves of the genus Eucommia ulmoides Oliver, Eucommiae, and a sugar alcohol. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are pending. New Claims 10-18 find support in original Claim 6 and 
the specification at pages 12 and 13. Claim 20 finds support in original Claim 6. 
Accordingly, the Applicants do not believe that any new matter has been added. 

CONCLUSION 

The Applicants respectfully submit that this application is now ready for an early 
examination on the merits. 
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